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Establishment of the Project 


Legislation 


The Special Study Project on Gifted Children came into being as a 
result of the passage of House Bills 57 and 58 by the 7lst General 
Assembly, House Bills 57 and 58 were recommended by the School Problems 
Commission and they were co-sponsored by Representatives Walter J. Reun, 
Oak Park; Charles W, Clabaugh, Champaign; S. 0. Dale, Fairfield; Edwin R. 
Haag, Breese; Kenneth R, Wendt, Chicago, and Miles E, Mills, Effingham. 
House Bills 57 and 58 were approved July lh, 1959. 


This legislation set up a two-year prorrom of studyto extend to June 
30, 1961 with a report to the Governor and General Assembly by December 
1, 1960. House Bill 58 provides that the Superintendent of Public 
Instruction shall prescribe rules and regulations under which school 
districts may operate study "at tie rate of $3,000 per year for each full- 
time qualified psychological examiner or consnltant working with special 
programs for the gifted." The sum of %150,000 is appropriated for reim- 
bursement to districts and for administrative expenses. 


The intent of this lepislation as interpreted is to secure data, 
information and recommendations to assist the Ceneral Assembly to determine 
(1) whether permanent Lerislation to assist districts in previding for 
gifted children is needed and desired, (2) the nature of such nronosed 
legislation (if desired), (3) whether State finds should be aprropriated 
for implementing such educetional prorrams, (l1) a proposed plan for determ- 
ining and allocating such funds (if desired), and (5) how a state-wide plan 
might be developed of value to districts of various sizes with flexibility 
to meet different educational and socio-economic patterns, 


Action of the State Sunerintendent of Public Instruction 


The Superintendent of Public Instruction, in carrying out his 
responsibility for administering the law, has appointed an Advisory 
Comnittee to carry on planning activities and to assist in developing new 
rules and regulations essential for the study. The members of this com- 
mittee are: 
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